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“There is no other 

specific help that I know 

of that protects the 

intellectual property 

that we had developed 

from our environmental 

programme.”

Case study: patent protection
Abingdon-based Green Biologics Limited is a specialist in microbial fermentation 

processes based on thermophiles (heat loving microbes), providing both product 

and consultancy services to clients. The company has developed an advanced 

accelerant for the composting process made up of a cocktail of microbes that 

have been selected and adapted for the rapid degradation of organic waste. The 

company was keen to secure two intellectual property patents: one to cover the 

composition of the micro-organisms and one for the method for microbial strain 

improvement used in the process. 

Patent protection is of particular importance to Green Biologics as the company plans 

to make the product available for external field trials and also to commercialise it 

within twelve months. 
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Edward Green added: “These patents will have a three-fold positive effect for Green Biologics. 

We will feel more secure when we launch the product onto the market, the patent protection 

will validate the technical innovation and, when this happens, we will be in a stronger position 

to attract additional funding. We initially intend to invest any profit back into the company to 

support our product pipeline for industrial and environmental biotechnology.”

Edward Green, Chief Executive of Green Biologics, said: “We first heard of the IPR scheme at the 

RWM exhibition in Birmingham. There is no other specific help that I know of that protects the 

intellectual property that we had developed from our environmental programme. Finding out 

about WRAP’s IPR Support Scheme just when 

we did was very good timing.”

An appraisal of Green Biologics’ IP was 

initially carried out by one of WRAP’s 

Intellectual Property advisors, to identify 

opportunities and risks. Recommendations 

were made to the company to secure IP and 

these proposals were submitted to WRAP for 

further support. Work on securing IP is now 

underway with additional WRAP funding. 
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